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International title ............ Glitter Kiss
Original title ...................... Artimas Kontaktas
Running time .................... 19’ ¥
Genre ..........ooccocvvvveicinii, Drama
Year ........coocovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiii, 2025
Language ..............c............ Lithuanian
Country .......ccoocevvevicnen. Lithuania
Color-B/W ....ccccovvviiiii. Color
Format ............................... 2:1
Synopsis

After discovering a brutally beaten drag
queen Klaudijus, in his apartment building,
homophobe Rolandas reluctantly takes him
to the hospital and becomes his first
response. As the police investigate and
Klaudijus’ life hangs in the balance, Rolan-
das is forced to rethink his beliefs.
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Sales / Distribution: Alpha Film
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OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

 POFF Shorts (Black Nights Film Festival) ( Estonia, 2025 )

« Kurzfilm Festival Hamburg (Germany, 2025)

« Kyiv International Short Film Festival (ucraina, 2025)

o Litauisches Kino Goes Berlin (Germany, 2025)

 Capital City Film Festival (usa, 2025)

« Toronto International Nollywood Film Festival (canada, 2025)
« Lublin Film Festival (Ppoland, 2025)

« Capri, Hollywood International Film Festival (italy, 2025)
« Portobello Film Festival (ux 2025)

« Fort Smith International Film Festival (usa 2025)

« Grand OFF Festival ( Polonia, 2025)

« AS Film Festival (1taly, 2025)

« Asti Film Festival (1taly, 2025)

« Slemani International Film Festival (iraq, 2025)

« Goa Short Film Festival (1ndia, 2025)

e VisualFest (Italy, 2025)
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Director statement

The theme of humanity has intrigued me for quite some time, as I began developing the
treatment for this screenplay back in my second year of studies. Over time, the idea evolved,
new perspectives, themes, and plotlines emerged, but one element remained constant - the
desire to explore the theme of humanity through the unexpected birth of tolerance between
a homosexual and a homophobe. This topic is important to me, especially when considering
how certain groups are hated, attacked, or ridiculed due to irrational beliefs or a lack of
understanding. Such "dehumanization" happens not just because of sexual orientation, but
also due to nationality, religion, race, and similar factors. Often, minorities are targeted with
hatred, without any understanding of who they are as individuals. We are far more than
these labels, yet at the same time, we are all equal and have the same right to live and exist
as we are, no matter what people like Rolandas might think. In this story, Rolandas harbors
hatred towards the employees and patrons of a gay bar in his neighborhood, believing they
don't deserve to live. One night, his grim "prophecy” seems to come true when he finds a
brutally beaten young man dressed in women's clothing in his apartment building's
stairwell. But this raised a question for me - how would someone like Rolandas, who desired
such an outcome, actually react in this situation? Would he still see Klaudijus as an unclear
enemy, or as a fellow human being?

This led to long discussions with a playwright, as well as with friends and people who have
encountered similar situations. Through these conversations, the plot took shape. Essential-
ly, Rolandas, who has spent his entire life being taught to hate "people like that," must under-
go a significant transformation to allow himself to see the human in one such person. This
story is personal and relevant to me, particularly because I grew up in a small town where
such topics were rarely discussed. I met and got to know people whose own parents rejected
them, mocked them, and forced them to hide or live in fear of coming out. Growing up in a
Christian town, | witnessed rejection and bullying not only from classmates or teachers, but
even from the monks teaching at the school. By telling this story, | hope to inspire reflection
and empathy, encouraging others to see beyond prejudice.
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Augusté Gerikaité, director

Augusté Gerikaité is a director and screenwriter, born in Klaipéda, Lithuania,
and raised in the small coastline town of Kretinga. After school she went to
Vilnius where she first graduated photography before starting her studies at
the Lithuanian Academy of Music and Theatre, where she successfully got
her degree as a film director in 2024.

Currently, Augusté works as a casting director, costume assistant while conti-
nually developing new ideas and writing scripts for her future films. Her
work is deeply inspired by the lives of marginalized individuals - those often
overlooked or forgotten by society. Often tries to tackle topics that spark
societal debate, challenge perceptions, and encourage open dialogue. Her

films are rich with detail and often explore dramedy and absurdism,
reflecting her perspective on life.

Filmography:

2021
Legend of Petras | documentary, 8°
Producer Lineta Lasiauskaité, LMTA

2022
Together | fiction, 14’
Producer Lineta Lasiauskaité, LMTA

2023
Sauna That Wasn’t There | documentary, 15’
Producer Benediktas Radzevicius, LMTA

2024
Closer | fiction, 22’
Producer Lineta Lasiauskaité, LMTA, Greta Garbo Films

2025
Glitter Kiss | fiction, 19’
Producer Lineta Lasiauskaité, LMTA, Plopsas




