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THE LAST PERFORMANCE

WRITER & DIRECTOR: MOJTABA ZARINI
PRODUCER: ILHAN SHAH

A simple casting lottery for a school play turns two girls’
friendship into a bitter rivalry and pushes the performance to
the brink of collapse

Cristian Scardigno Materials and information:
info@esenstudios.com https://www.esenstudios.com/film/TheLastPerformance

www.esenstudios.com



International title ............ The last performance

Original Citlerr Shahname
Runinin g CiTie s 20’

GENTe ... Drama

Year ... R 2025

Language e Farsi (Persian)
Countrys .. ..o A R— Iran

Color-B /W s e Color

Format,... ... o e SRS 2:1
Synopsis

At an ordinary girls’ school everything seems routine until
the class is chosen to stage a play. Gradually friendships
erode and rivalry for the most prestigious roles drives the
girls apart.

Official website:

esenstudios.com/film/TheLastPerformance w
*

Sales / Distribution:

Esen Studios
info@esenstudios.com
www.esenstudios.com



“THE LAST PERFORMANCE” by Mojtaba Zarini -

PRESS KIT

CAST

Aynaz Aghasi
Bita Aziz
Panisa Karimi
Mohana Seyedi
Elena Khakbaz
Benita Mobarak

CREW

Written and Directed by
Director of Photography
Production Design
Costume Design

Editing

Composer

Sound

Composer

Producer

Production

Distribution

Mojtaba Zarini
Arash Ramezani
Hamed Aslani
Masiha Aslani
Pouyan Sholevar
Ran Nir

Ehsan Afsharian
Navid Divan
[lhan Shah
[lhan Pro

Esen Studios
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OFFICIAL SELECTIONS & AWARDS

OFFICIAL SELECTION

e Drama International Short Film Festival (Greece, 2026)



Director statement

Children are often seen as pure and
innocent beings. Yet I clearly remember
an incident from my own school days: a
simple school play triggered conflicts
among classmates—an episode whose
heavy consequences I have never for-
gotten. Years later, when a young girl
told me about tensions among her
friends after a film crew visited their
school, it brought that memory rushing
back. I realized that children remain
innocent only until they step into the
inevitable cycle of competition.
Looking at larger social structures of
power and decision-making, 1 see a
similar pattern: if we could somehow
remove the element of competition,
perhaps people, too, would resemble
those untainted children. It is this una-
voidable race for status and position
that often distances us from the true
essence of our humanity.

So the question remains: how can we
tame this relentless cycle of rivalry? By
limiting power? Or by returning to the
original, uncorrupted nature of human
beings?
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Mojtaba Zarini, director

Mojtaba Zarini, a graduate in Architecture,
has gradually transitioned into filmmaking
driven by a longstanding passion for cinema.
Over the past few years he has written and
directed three short films.

Filmography:

¢ 2021 - Somewhere to Get Lost (short film)
¢ 2023 - Gesture (short film)




