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International title ........ The Secret

Original title ..................... Paslaptis

Running time .................... 15’

Genre ............ccccceeeveeiiiin, Drama

Year ... 2024

Language ...........c.............. No dialogues

Country .......occocvvvvecnnennn. Lithuania

Color-B/W .....ccccocovvevii Color

Format ............................. 16:9
Synopsis

Jule comes to think that Santa, to
whom she and her friend Aida wrote
letters, does not exist. Despite feeling
disappointed, Jule decides to keep this
secret from Aida so as not to shatter
her friend’s innocent belief.

Official website:
https://www.alphafilm.it/en/TheSecret

Sales / Distribution: Alpha Film
info@alphafilm.it
www.alphafilm.it
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CAST

Joné Kleinaité
Upé Litvinaite
Eglé Mikulionyteé

CREW

Directed by

Screenplay

Director of Photography
Editing

Production Design
Costume Design
Make-up

Composer

Sound

Producers

Production
Distribution

Kestutis Drazdauskas
Jurgita Gerdvilaité
Feliksas Abrukauskas LAC
Ricardas Matacius
Jurgita Gerdvilaité
Agné Rimkuteé

Eglé Griciené
Enrikas Slavinskis
Justinas Staras

Justé Michailinaité
Kestutis Drazdauskas
ARTBOX

Alpha Film
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OFFICIAL SELECTIONS & AWARDS
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VisualFest

AUDIENCE AWARD
(Italy, 2025)
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OFFICIAL SELECTIONS

ALCINES54 Festival de Cine de Alcala de Henares ( spain, 2025)
Aestethica Film Festival (uk 2025)

Filmets Badalona Film Festival (spain, 2025)

Alpinale Short Film Festival (austria, 2025)

European Film Forum SCANORAMA (Lithuania, 2024 )

Dhaka International Film Festival (Bangladesh, 2026)

Toronto International Nollywood Film Festival (canada, 2025)
Capri, Hollywood International Film Festival (italy, 2025)
Visioni Corte (italy, 2025)

Goa Short Film Festival (india, 2025)

VisualFest (italy, 2025)
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Director Statement

Over a decade ago, Production Designer Jurga Gerdvilaité shared a story
with me that deeply resonated and has stayed with me ever since. As my
three daughters transitioned from childhood to adolescence, I felt compel-
led to capture this delicate moment on film, aiming to create a piece that
speaks to young audiences during a pivotal time in their lives. Choosing to
create a dialogue-free film allowed us to focus on visual storytelling, a deci-
sion supported by Jurga's remarkable talent as a visual artist. The casting
of Joné as Julé and Upé as Aida was the result of a meticulous selection pro-
cess, and I revealed the plot to them gradually to evoke authentic reactions.
Eglé Mikulionyte, who plays the grandmother, formed an immediate and
essential bond with Joné, adding depth and warmth to the narrative. Wor-
king with cinematographer Feliksas Abrukauskas, whose ability to create
stunning visuals under challenging conditions was invaluable, and collabo-
rating with debut composer Enrikas Slavinskas, who crafted a harmonious
blend of music and natural sounds, we aimed to create a film that is simple,
bright, and warm. My hope is that it inspires good deeds, faith, and courage
— becoming a cherished tradition after Christmas Eve dinner.
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Kestutis Drazdauskas
director

Kestutis Drazdauskas
founded Artbox, a top film
and TV production company
in the Baltic region.

He’s worked with partners
worldwide, co-producing
over 40 films and TV series.

The Secret is his directorial
debut.
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